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CHAPTER   XXVIII.
THE EXPEDITION TO   THE EAST. 1854.
THE new year dawned in a wreath of stormy clouds.    Turkey     1^54 indeed stood four-square, and had committed no false move,          ~
^                                                                                                     AIT. 67
save the error of sending part of her fleet to Sinope, and thus precipitating the crisis which everyone knew to be inevitable. The Porte, with this solitary exception, had clone as Lord Stratford would have it do, and the very last day of the old year had witnessed its adhesion to the scheme of pacification which the Elchi had drawn up. Thus Turkey entered upon 1854 with a serene consciousness of being in the right, and the even serener conviction that all Europe, west of Russia, approved her conduct But unfortunately that which was Turkey's right was Russia's wrong. " The Question " still remained unsolved, and would so remain as long as the two nations existed. The Emperor still insisted upon the protectorate which he had so long disguised from the eyes of the other Powers ; and the Sultan, whatever he might personally have been induced to concede, clearly perceived that to admit such a protectorate would cost him his throne : for he well knew that his brother Abdu-1-Aziz was ready to lead the war-party. It was impossible that this antagonism between Turkey and Russia could be allowed to end in an isolated struggle between the two. Whatever might have been the termination of such a conflict, the Western nations at all events were not sufficiently convinced of the strength and resources of Turkey to permit her to wage the war unaided. They had distinctly given the Sultan to understand that he